
GMA-12 DFC
CONSIDERATIONS
SIMSBORO AQUIFER WATER DEFENSE FUND [SAWDF]

APRIL 20, 2021



GAM 202O
•Good science

•Quantifiable input gives predictable output

•Starting point to examine unreasonable impacts



GAM 202O
Using the GAM to reverse-engineer 

DFCs that ONLY accommodate permits

is NOT ‘best available science.’



CARRIZO EXAMPLE

Lee County 2030 DD – VR only
Approx - 90 Exempt Carrizo Wells
[New GAM 2020 with S-7 VR pumping]





Current DFC in New GAM





Lee County 2030 DD – VR only
Approx - 90 Exempt Carrizo Wells
[New GAM 2020 with S-7 VR pumping]

County-wide average hides unreasonable impact



You have the data - don’t be afraid to look



CARRIZO EXAMPLE
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Unreasonable impact on exempt 
domestic/livestock/irrigation wells

80% exempt wells mitigated/ 7% failed
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"must provide a balance between the highest practicable level 
of groundwater production and the conservation, preservation, 
protection, recharging, and prevention of waste of groundwater 
and control of subsidence in the management area."
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• Is this balanced?

100%

Permits
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•Proposed DFCs are ‘reverse engineered’ with a
method that only accommodates permit holders.
•County-wide average drawdown obscures the 
real-world impact of permits.



GMA-12 DFC
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
• Publish Proposed S-12 DFCs for what they are, 

“what-if” of 100% permit production.

• Publish, by decade, contour maps showing S-12 drawdown 
in each aquifer/formation and plotted exempt wells.
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•After Public Comment period, allow Districts to modify 
the proposed DFCs beyond the agreed 10% with

• Supporting explanatory document, and/or

• Best, planned pumping amounts.
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•Management Plan for each District should include on-going 
assessment of impacts on exempt wells:
• Water levels

• Mitigation
• Socio-economic
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•Develop a new methodology for proposed DFCs
• Evaluate and incorporate ‘sustainable’ groundwater production 

for each aquifer/formation

• Only use the GAM to EVALUATE DFCs [not calculate]


