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Texans use about 16.5 Million Acre-Feet/yr

• 1 acre foot = 325, 851 gallons

• 60% is groundwater

• 40% is surface water

• 80% of all groundwater is used for irrigating crops

• Texas has about 6.3 million acres of irrigated agricultural land

• Texas has 32 Aquifers state wide

• 9 of these Aquifers supply about 97 percent of the GW we use

• Ogallala aquifer supplies about 2/3 of all GW we use in Texas

• Ogallala is one of the worlds largest aquifers – underlies 174,000 square 
miles and 8 states



What Can 
You Do To 

Help 



Garden and Flower Beds

Emergency Back Up

Washing Car and Pets

Cattle and Livestock

Lawn/Landscape

Filling Aquarium

Fire Protection

USES FOR RAINWATER







1861 

(25 years after TX 

Independence)

15,500 people 

lived in 

Washington Co

At the same time 

9,000 in Houston 

and 

4,000 in Austin

Also in 1861

RR from Brenham 

to Galveston was 

finished

For 10 yrs

Houston, 

Galveston and 

Brenham were 

the only RR 

towns in TX





















Collect and Use Rainwater

Program Details & Qualifications
1. Applicants must reside or own land within the District (Burleson or Milam County).

2. Applicants must complete an approved Rainwater Harvesting 101 course to qualify for 

reimbursement.

3. Only one application per-household can be filed within a 12 month period with a lifetime 

reimbursement maximum of $3,000.

4. Reimbursements are limited to $1.00 per gallon of rainwater storage capacity of the completed 

system; this includes tank, gutter, tank foundation, overflow, and other misc. materials needed to 

create the system.

5. Site plans must be approved by District staff before the purchase of reimbursable rainwater 

equipment and inspected following installation.

6. Short-term financial assistance may be available for qualifying applicants. Contact the office for 

details.
U





Charles Porter Old Wells & Fire Hydrants



Fun Groundwater Facts according to NGWA.org

• According to National Geographic Society, Hydrologists estimate 
United States GW reserves to be at least 33,000 trillion gallons

• Equal to the amount of discharged into the Gulf of Mexico by 
Mississippi River in the past 200 years!

• At any give time, GW is 20-30 greater than the amount in all the lakes, 
streams and rivers in the United States

• Calif pumps 17.4 billion gallons per day of GW – 2.4 times as much as 
second ranked state – Texas (7.2 bgd)



Fun Groundwater Facts

• Groundwater is a renewable resource

• About ¼ of all US rainfall becomes groundwater

• More than 15.9 million water wells serve the USA

• Private household wells constitute the largest share of all water wells in the 
United States 13 million year round occupied households have their own 
wells

• In most states, the state owns the GW and the landowner has the right to 
make “reasonable use” of the GW beneath their property

• Texas is one of the few states that the landowner owns the GW



Fun Groundwater Facts

• Irrigation is largest use of GW in United States

• Today, 57.2 billion gallons used daily from 475,796 wells for 
agricultural irrigation

• In 1900 United States only used 2.2 billion gallons used daily form 
17,000 wells

• 90% of GW pumped from Ogallala represents about 1/3 of ALL United 
States irrigated agriculture and creates $20 billon annually in food and 
fiber

• Texas leads the nation in the number of irrigation wells with 81,511



George King – Water and Energy



Fun Groundwater Facts

• True or False

• Groundwater moves rapidly? – T or F

• Groundwater migrates thousands of miles? - T or F

• There is no relationship between groundwater and surface water? T or F

• Groundwater removed from the earth is never returned? T or F

• Groundwater is mysterious? T or F

• Groundwater is not a significant source of water supply? T or F

• In our District – Household wells (exempt wells) require a permit? T or F



Fun Groundwater Facts

• True or False

• 25% of household water use it for flushing the toilet – T or F

• Water is the only substance on earth found naturally in three forms –
solid, liquid and gas – T or F

• Groundwater is the water that fills cracks and other openings in beds of 
rocks and sand? T or F

• It takes about 20 gallons of water to make one pint of beer? T or F

• About 6,800 gallons of water is required to grow a day’s food for a family 
of four? T or F



Fun Groundwater Facts

• True or False

• Over 90% of the world’s supply of fresh water is located in Antarctica? T or F

• Producing a gallon of corn ethanol consumes 170 gallons of water in total?  
T or F

• To make a gallon regular gasoline takes 5 gallons of water? T or F

• If everyone in the United States flushed the toilet one less time per day, we 
could save a lake full of water about 1 mile long, 1 mile wide and 4 feet 
deep. T or F

• If everyone in the United States used one less gallon of water every per day, 
we could save  85 billion gallons of water per year. T or F



Public Interface





What Can I Do to Help?

• Support water conservation efforts.
• Install water efficient taps and shower heads

• Install a Dual Flus toilet

• Keep your showers short (or shower with a friend ;-)

• Don’t leave tap running when brushing teeth or shaving

• Rinse vegetables in tub instead of under a running tap (use the wash water on house 
plants)

• Scrape your dishes in the trash instead of rinsing in sink

• If possible install a grey water system

• Install drip irrigation 

• Support the Aquifer Conservancy Program.

• Support POSGCD by attending meetings and help get the word out.



Find Out What 
We Are Doing

to Protect
Groundwater

in our
District

Come to our 
Meetings

ANNUAL REPORT
2019
Post Oak Savannah
Groundwater Conservation District

POSGCD
www.POSGCD.org



GROUNDWATER SUMMIT - AUGUST 3, 2020



Questions?


