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Common Law/Rule of Capture

• Common Law- Historically developed

• Rule of Capture- Old English Rule

• Under Rule of Capture Landowners have the right to 
pump unlimited groundwater from the land they 
own, as long as not malicious or wasteful, without 
liability to neighbors



There are several things you can do with
the water under your property

(a) You can use the water yourself
(b) You can leave it there
(c) You can lease or sell your water rights
(d) Now there is another option – You can place 

your water rights into an conservancy, 
saving it for future generations



Why are we implementing this program

To encourage conservation by 
rewarding landowners for keeping 

their water in place



No one takes possession of

landowners water rights!

You simply agree not to lease 

or permit that water during 

the term of commitment.



The landowner will receive 

payment for not leasing or 

pumping their water.

Of course, they can still have 

an Exempt Well for personal 

and livestock use.



You choose the length of 

commitment, five years, ten 

years or twenty years.

You will be able to end the agreement: 

•at the end of the term, 

•if you sell your property, 

•transfer it to your heirs, 

•at the time of death of the landowner.



The ACP empowers 

landowners to work with the 

District to help 

Conserve Water for 

future generations.



Balance!

As population in Texas 

continues to grow,

demands will increase 

on all resources.



We encourage landowners to 

join the Post Oak Savannah 

Aquifer Conservancy Program 

by placing their land in the 

Conservancy



Would you like to conserve 

your water for future 

generations by placing

all or part of your water rights

into a conservancy 

stewardship?



Who is eligible?
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These are the steps you need to do 
to participate.









Beginning in Oct, we will begin sending out
Contracts. You sign the contract, get it 

notarized, mail it or drop it off at our office.



Beginning in Oct, we will begin sending out
Contracts. You sign the contract, get it 

notarized, mail it or drop it off at our office.

Shortly thereafter we will start sending out 
the checks for the Year-One Incentive

at $10 per acre



The contract is short and simple.

Let’s go over what is in the contract.

I am not saying you shouldn’t read over the 
contract yourself or have your lawyer 

read it over.





Must own the land and 
the water rights



How long do you want 
to commit your water
5yrs, 10 yrs or 20 yrs



A. Five years- $5 per acre per year    

B. Ten years- $8 per acre per year

C. Twenty years- $10 per acre per year

D. there is an option with no payment



If you enroll before Sept 30, 
you will receive a 

$10 per acre incentive



You will be able to end the agreement: 

•at the end of the term, 

•if you sell your property, 

•transfer it to your heirs, 

•at the time of death of the landowner.



You guarantee you have 
not leased your 

water rights



(a) You can still have an Exempt well

(b) You can still participate in any of our 

other programs: Rainwater Harvesting, 

Well Plugging, GW Well Assistance

(c) At no time does POSGCD take possession 

of your water or land



Here are some questions we have been asked.



Here are some questions we have been asked.

What is the catch?



Here are some questions we have been asked.

Can we still drill a

personal well?



Here are some questions we have been asked.

Could this stop future

large water projects?



Here are some questions we have been asked.

Are a lot of people 

participating?



Here are some questions we have been asked.

When am I going to 

get my money?



Here are some questions we have been asked.

Where does the money 

come from?



Here are some questions we have been asked.

Do I have to commit all 

my land?



Here are some questions we have been asked.

Are you going to sell my

water?



Here are some questions we have been asked.

Do I lose my property 

or water rights?



Any Other Questions
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