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Topics

• Heavy rain

• Annual rain

• Drought

• Next year’s rain
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Percent	Drought	Coverage,	Texas	
Oct.	7,	2014	to	Jan.	5,	2016	
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Weekly number of flood reports
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Change	in	Frequency	of	Very	
Heavy*	Rainfall	

A	tenth	as	common	

A	fi h	as	common	

A	third	as	common	

Half	as	common	

Almost	as	common	

More	common	

Twice	as	common	

Three	 mes	as	common	

Six	 mes	as	common	

Way	more	common	

*about once every 5000 days



Summary: Heavy Rain

• Heavy rain is increasing in general

• Heavy rain is expected to increase

• Local trends are more random

– Don’t trust the local trends!

• Have a plan for Thrall and Hearne
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Summary: Annual Rain

• Observed upward trend: 10% per century

• Trend tentatively not expected to continue 
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Summary: Drought

• Texas is unusually drought-prone

• Drought depends on:

– Rainfall, increasing so far (good)

– Temperature, increasing (not so good)

– Carbon dioxide (good for plants)

• Drought tentatively expected to become 

more severe
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Next Year’s Rain

• We’ll see

• Odds tilted toward drier than normal winter

• Strong La Niña very unlikely



Contact Info

• John Nielsen-Gammon

– N-g@tamu.edu

– 979-862-2248

– http://climatexas.tamu.edu

– Climatexas on Facebook

mailto:N-g@tamu.edu
http://climatexas.tamu.edu

