
Protecting Your Water Supply



• What is it? 

• Who can plug the well?

• Why a problem? 

 Safety 

 Nuisance

 Environmental 

 Legal  

Around homes, farms, industrial sites, and urban areas in 

every county in the state, an estimated 150,000 water wells 

have been abandoned without being properly plugged 

Abandoned Wells 



• According to state law (TX Occupations Code Title 12 
Chpt 1901.255(a)): A water well is considered 
abandoned if it is not in use 

– A water well is considered in use if: It is a non-
deteriorated well that contains the casing, pump, 
and pump column in good condition, or 

– It is a non-deteriorated well that has been 
appropriately capped for future use, or 

– It meets one of three other selected criteria related 
to beneficial use, similar users, or governmental 
program 

What is the Law ? 



Abandoned wells can be pathways for pollutants



Abandoned Wells 



Abandoned Wells 



Capping Abandoned Wells

• Under Texas law, the landowner is responsible for plugging 

abandoned water wells and is liable for any water 

contamination or injury that results

• Another alternative is to cap the well
 If the well is “non-deteriorated” and in good condition



Proper Caps ?



Three criteria for capping a well

• A cap must fit tightly and be properly sealed to prevent surface 

pollutants from entering well

• The cap should support 400 pounds to minimize the risk of a person 

falling into the well

• To protect children and animals, the cap should not be easily 

removed by hand and not easy to lift. 

Capping a Well 



Who Should Plug the Well? 

A landowner may 

plug wells with 

less than 100 feet 

of standing water 

in the well.

But, a contractor may have better equipment and 

understanding of the geological conditions that affect how 

the well should be plugged.



• Understand the regulations that apply 

• Obtain the water well driller’s report 

• Determine well depth and height of 

standing water

• Remove obstructions from well

• Remove as much casing as possible

• Disinfect the well by adding bleach

• Fill the well with plugging material 

• Complete and submit a state well 

plugging report to TDLR and a local 

groundwater conservation district

Plugging an Abandoned Well 



• If the water well is located within a GCD 

the landowner should notify the district 

of their intention to plug the well Inquire 

about any district forms or fees 

• Seek the district’s professional 
consultation about any other compliance 

issues that may apply 

Who Should Plug a Well ?



Materials for Plugging Abandoned Wells

Cement

Bentonite ChipsBentonite Grout

Compacted Clay or Caliche



Assistance from GCD

POSGCD offers Grants to help a landowner pay for plugging 

a well. The District will pay 75% of the cost to plug up to a 

total District expense of $1,000.

http://www.posgcd.org/



Other Assistance

http://tgpc.state.tx.us/water-wells



Resources on specific water quality issues available 

through: twon.tamu.edu and agrilifebookstore.org


