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Current 
Permit
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Permit Applications Request:
• Minor relocation of points of withdrawal for 11 of 

33 permitted locations

Permit Applications Do Not Change:
• Annual amount of water withdrawn

• Instantaneous rate

• Place of use

• Purpose of use

• 22 of the 33 permitted points of withdrawal
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Well 
Relocation 

Map
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Mailed Notice
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Mailed 
Notice 
Map
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Notice as 
Published in 
the Burleson 

County 
Tribune on 

Feb. 23, 2017
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Notice as 
Published 

in the 
Rockdale 
Reporter 
on Feb. 

23, 2017
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Carrizo Well Spacing 
POSGCD Rule 4.1.3

Property Line 1 ft. per GPM from 
property line

Well Spacing 2 ft. per GPM from 
existing well in 
same formation
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Spacing Offsets from Property Line –
Carrizo Well Sites
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Spacing Offset for Carrizo Well Sites
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Carrizo Wells

• Applications CW-1, CW-3, CW-5, CW-6,   
CW-7, and CW-9 are for Carrizo wells

• All Carrizo wells comply with Rule 4.1.3 
well-to-property line spacing requirements

• All Carrizo wells comply with Rule 4.1.3 
well-to-well spacing requirements

• No variance required
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Simsboro Well Spacing
POSGCD Rule 4.1.2.a

Property Line ½ ft. per GPM from 
property line

Well Spacing 1 ft. per GPM from 
existing well in 
same formation
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Spacing Offsets from Property Line -
Simsboro Well Sites
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Spacing Offset for Simsboro Well Sites
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Simsboro Wells
• Applications PW-9, PW-12, PW-14, PW-15, and 

PW-16 are for Simsboro wells

• All Simsboro wells comply with Rule 4.1.2 well-
to-property line spacing requirements

• There are no “existing wells” in the Simsboro for 
many miles

• Because the well-to-well spacing rule is tied to 
spacing from an existing well, the Vista Ridge well 
field complies with spacing requirements

• No variance is required
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Hydrology is Unchanged
• POSGCD Rules specify use of Central Carrizo-Wilcox Groundwater 

Availability Model (GAM) for predicting aquifer conditions and 
response

• POSGCD Rule 4.1.2.b provides for spacing of new Simsboro wells 
“based on engineering studies and drawdown criteria derived from 
GAM simulations. . .”

• James Bene of RW Harden certified that “the GAM run results 
incorporating the proposed well locations are identical to GAM 
results using the currently permitted well locations.”

• Bene further certified that “the proposed well site modifications do 
not result in any changes in the simulated aquifer response 
included in the original permit application submittals.” 

• Confirmed by Steve Young of Intera.
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Bene Certification
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Other Considerations
• 3 Simsboro wells are currently permitted at 

3,000 GPM instantaneous rate
– No change in annual amount

– Moves wells slightly closer together—less than 
3,000 ft.

– No existing Simsboro wells

– Does not change GAM hydrology

– No other well owner or property owner is even 
affected—let alone hurt

– Both permittee and landowners want these minor 
relocations
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Other Issues 
Raised by 

Protestants
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• Permit Applications are 
about the straightforward 
application of the facts to 
the law.

• Permit applications are 
not a popularity contest.
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Blue 
Water 
Leases
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Amy Hinnant Property
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Amy Hinnant Property
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Amy Hinnant
• Received mailed notice

• Untimely request for hearing filed the day of the 
hearing

• Never served Applicant as required by POSGCD Rules

• No Carrizo well

• No Simsboro well

• No registered well at POSGCD

• No property line spacing variance requested

• Relocation actually moves well further away from 
Hinnant property

• No standing – not an affected party under POSGCD 
Rules
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Evers Group Property
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Walter Hurd
• Complained of flooding from well 

• 12,000 GPM

• Moved logs

WHAT ACTUALLY HAPPENED:
• Simsboro Well pump tested during due diligence 

(PW-13)

• Hurd was paid substantial sum of money by well 
driller—Weisinger Water Well Drillers

• Signed full release of claims after being paid

• Flooding in Yegua Creek moved logs—not 3,000 
GPM from well

!
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Hurd Release
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Save Our Springs/McGeary
• Do not have standing

• Do not represent Hinnant (or anyone else)

• Failed to comply with POSGCD Rule requiring service 
on Applicant

Questions re: land ownership and water rights
– Lease information part of original applications

– Lease memos recorded in public records

– When permits divided in 2015, lease schedules and map 
provided to District

Questions re: reason for relocation
– POSGCD Rules do not require a reason

– Minor location adjustments to accommodate landowners 
and topography 29



Save Our Springs/McGeary
Questions re: new locations
– Complies with POSGCD property line spacing in all cases

– No change in hydrology

– Mentions breakthrough to neighboring wells

 There are no neighbors that have Simsboro or Carrizo wells

Questions re: variance
Carrizo no variance required; complies with POSGCD 

spacing rules

Simsboro all 5 Simsboro wells comply with property line 
spacing; no variance required

3 Simsboro wells less than 3000 ft.
- there are no “existing wells” in Simsboro
- all are Vista Ridge
- no change in GAM hydrology
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Save Our Springs/McGeary
Questions re: aquifer impacts
– GAM certification no change in hydrology included in 

applications

– No other Carrizo or Simsboro wells

Questions re: pump testing
– Pump testing is standard operating procedure for new 

municipal supply wells

– POSGCD staff aware of testing

– Settlement paid to Hurd

– Road work and culverts installed for Gabbo Goetsch
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Conclusion
• Request for minor well relocations – 11 of 33 permitted 

locations

• POSGCD staff reviewed and determined application 
administratively and technically complete

• Proper notice given

• Carrizo wells comply with POSGCD spacing rules

• Simsboro wells comply with POSGCD spacing rules

• 3 Simsboro wells currently permitted at 3,000 GPM would be 
less than 3,000 ft. from other Vista Ridge wells

– No neighboring wells
– Does not change annual pumping amount or hydrology
– Only affected parties are Vista Ridge and landowners where 

well will be drilled

• Vista Ridge and the landowners all consent to the well 
relocation and spacing 32


